
Sometimes you have to go the extra mile
to get your job done. That’s how Western’s
Fargo and Devil’s Lake, N.D., electrician and
line crews saw it last month when they real-
ized, despite 2-foot-deep snow, sub-zero
temperatures and freezing winds, a failed
capacitor bank breaker needed replacing at
Devil’s Lake Substation.

According to Harold Odegaard,
Fargo’s electrician supervisor, no one in the
crew relished the idea of changing out the
breaker in the near-dead center of their infa-
mously frigid North Dakota winter. Although
they already knew two bushings were bad on
the old 41.8-kv breaker last September, they
didn’t expect to work on the problem until
spring.

But, as circumstances would dictate, the
crews had to change their plans.

“We had been told by dispatch that we
didn’t need the breaker until spring,”
Odegaard said. “But we are in the process of
rerouting three Devil’s Lake lines because of
rising water. The breaker was needed for sys-
tem stability and we had to go ahead and
change it out right away.”

That meant a hasty scramble to find a

new breaker. One was found in South
Dakota. For the next mid-January week,
Odegaard, along with Richard Jacobs, a
Fargo electrician; Mike Mavetz, a Bismarck
electrical engineer; and a Devil’s Lake crew
composed of electrician Jim Miest and line-
men Dave Duckworth and Terry Paine,
worked steadily to install the new breaker.

With heavy winds and temperatures hov-
ering around 18 degrees below zero at night,
and creeping up to near zero during the day,
the men performed their duties inside a large
tarpaulin in which they placed a space
heater. Not being able to dig into the frozen
ground to change out the too-short control
cable was their only major problem.

“This made a lot of extra work for us,
but we improvised and finished the job,”
Odegaard said. “Overall, everything went
pretty smooth and the crews did an excellent
job, considering the poor weather condi-
tions. Everyone deserves a pat on the back.”

When spring and warmer weather
comes, the crews will be back at the site to
complete control cable changeout and addi-
tional breaker testing, he added.
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